
St James CE Academy Curriculum Overview  
Intent  
Teaching of art is carried out with the intent to ensure all pupils produce creative, imaginative work. Children are provided with the 
opportunity to explore their ideas and record their experiences, as well as explore the work of others and evaluate different creative 
ideas. Children will become confident and proficient in a variety of techniques including drawing, painting, sculpting, as well as 
other selected craft skills, e.g. collage, printing and patterns. Children will also develop their knowledge of famous artists, designers 
and craft makers. Children will develop their interest and curiosity about art and design through a series of lessons offering skills 
progression, knowledge progression and offering children the opportunity to ask questions and demonstrate their skills in a variety 
of ways. Children are able to develop their emotional expression through art to further enhance their personal, social and emotional 
development. 

Impact 
Art and design learning is loved by teachers and pupils across school. Teachers have high expectations and quality evidence can 
be presented in a variety of ways. All children are taught to use technical vocabulary accurately and pupils are expected to know, 
apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified. Children improve their enquiry skills and inquisitiveness about 
the world around them, and their impact through art and design on the world. Children will become more confident in analysing 
their work and giving their opinion on their own and other works of art. Children show competences in improving their resilience 
and perseverance by continually evaluating and improving their work. All children in school can speak confidently about their art 
and design work and their skills. 

Implementation  
Each key stage focuses on developing skills to ensure continued interest in the subject as well as acquiring new knowledge. The 
lessons taught and opportunities provided will develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with 
creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. Children should also know how 
art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. 



EYFS Outcomes KS1 Outcomes KS2 Outcomes 
3& 4: 
Expressive Arts and Design 
● Explore different materials freely, in order 

to develop their ideas about how to use 
them and what to make. 

● Develop their own ideas and then decide 
which materials to use to express them. 

● Join different materials and explore 
different textures. 

● Create closed shapes with 
continuous lines, and begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. 

● Draw with increasing complexity and 
detail, such as representing a face with 
a circle and including details. 

● Use drawing to represent ideas like 
movement or loud noises. 

● Show different emotions in their 
drawings and paintings, like happiness, 
sadness, fear, etc. 

● Explore colour and colour mixing. 
Reception: 
● Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic 

effects to express their ideas and feelings.  
● Return to and build on their previous 

learning, refining ideas and developing 
their ability to represent them. 

● Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources  
and skills. ELG: 

● Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, 
form and function. 

● Share their creations, explaining the 
process they have used.

Children will be taught: 

● To use a range of materials 
creatively to design and make 
products. 

● To use drawing, painting and 
sculpture to develop and share 
their ideas, experiences and 
imagination. 

● To develop a wide range of art 
and design techniques in using 
colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, form and space. 

● About the work of a range of 
artists, craft makers and 
designers, describing the 
differences and similarities 
between different practices and 
disciplines, and making links to 
their own work.

Children will be taught: 

● To develop their techniques, including 
their control and their use of materials, 
with creativity, experimentation and an 
increasing awareness of different kinds of 
art, craft and design. 

● To create sketch books to record their 
observations and use them to review 
and revisit ideas. 

● To improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques, including drawing, 
painting and sculpture with a range of 
materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay]. 

● About great artists, architects and 
designers in history.


