
 

Nursery Curriculum Overview 2021/22 
This plan identifies topics to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the world, and links are made to other areas of the curriculum. There is a focus on vocabulary 

and language development. Due to the nature of the EYFS, the long term plan may be amended to meet the needs/interests of the children. 
 

 Autumn 1  (7) Autumn 2  (7) Spring 1   (7) Spring 2 (6) Summer 1 (5) Summer 2 (7) 

 ‘If you go down in the 

woods today’ 

‘All about Me’ ‘What a Wonderful 

World!’ 

‘Down on the Farm’  ‘Marvellous 

Minibeasts’ 

‘Growing and Changing’ 

Understanding 

the World 

*Autumn and seasonal 

changes 

*Learn the names of some 

animals that come out at 

night 

*Name basic parts of our 

bodies 

*Try new foods and begin to 

be aware of healthy foods 

*Know that we live in the 

city Hull 

*Talk about where we 

live and places we like to 

visit 

*Name farm animals 

and some of their 

babies 

*Know that chicks 

hatch from eggs. 

*Minibeasts- learn the 

names of common 

minibeasts and watch how 

they move 

*Lifecycles 

*Plants- grow our own 

*Learn the names of some 

flowering plants 

 

Special events Harvest, Macmillan Diwali, Christmas Chinese New Year Easter  Celebrations Eid-al-Fitr  

Communication 

and Language 

*Sharing holiday news 

*Singing rhymes 

 

Key topic vocabulary: 

Autumn, season, winter, 

spring, summer, hedgehog, 

fox, owl, day, night 

*My family and friends 

*Singing rhymes 

 

Key topic vocabulary: head, 

shoulders, knees, toes, eyes, 

ears, mouth, nose, arm, hand, 

fingers, leg, foot, mum, dad, 

brother, sister, boy, girl, 

man, lady 

*Talk about home 

*Singing rhymes 

 

Key topic vocabulary: 

country, England, city, 

Hull, map, street, park, 

shop, visit, river, 

Humber bridge 

*Talk about farm 

animals 

 

Key topic vocabulary: 

farm, tractor, pond, 

animal names and 

babies, chicken, chick, 

egg 

*Talk about what they see 

happening 

 

Key topic vocabulary: 

names of minibeasts, life 

cycle, egg, caterpillar, 

chrysalis, butterfly, 

symmetrical, wings, legs 

*Talk about what they see 

happening 

 

Key topic vocabulary: horse 

chestnut, daffodil, tulip, 

sunflower, daisy, seed, bulb, 

compost 

PSED *Jigsaw topic: Being Me in 

My World 

*Jigsaw topic: Celebrating 

Difference 

*Jigsaw topic: Dreams 

and Goals 

*Jigsaw topic: Healthy 

Me 

*Jigsaw topic: 

Relationships 

*Jigsaw topic: Changing Me 

*Transition to year 1 

Physical 

Development 

Carousel of gross and fine 

motor activities 

Carousel of gross and fine 

motor activities 

Carousel of gross and 

fine motor activities 

Carousel of gross and 

fine motor activities 

Carousel of gross and fine 

motor activities 

Carousel of gross and fine 

motor activities 

Literacy *Phonological Awareness 

*Stories for Talk- 

Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears 

Other main text: 

Peace at Last 

*Phonological Awareness 

*Stories for Talk-  

We All Have Bellybuttons 

 

Other: 

Body rhymes 

*Phonological Awareness 

*Stories for Talk-  

Walking through the 

Jungle 

Other: 

Non-fiction books/ maps 

*Phonological 

Awareness 

*Stories for Talk- 

Dora’s Eggs 

Other main text: 

Train Ride 

*Phonological Awareness 

*Stories for Talk-  

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 

Other main text: 

The Very Busy Spider 

*Phonological Awareness 

*Stories for Talk-  

The Enormous Turnip 

 

Other main text: 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

Mathematics Main focus: 

* Number rhymes 

* Shape of the week 

* Counting aloud in 1’s in 

different contexts 

* Sorting objects 

Main focus: 

* Number rhymes 

* Shape of the week 

* Counting aloud in 1’s in 

different contexts 

* Introduce body learn its- 1 

head, 2 hands, 5 fingers on 

one hand 

Main focus: 

* Number rhymes 

* Shape of the week 

* Counting aloud in 1’s in 

different contexts 

* Positional language 

* Patterns 

Main focus: 

* Number rhymes 

* Shape of the week 

* Counting aloud in 1’s 

in different contexts 

* Represent numbers 

using fingers 

* Old, young 

Main focus: 

* Number rhymes 

* Shape of the week 

* Counting aloud in 1’s in 

different contexts 

* Represent numbers using 

fingers or claps 

* Days of the week 

Main focus: 

* Number rhymes 

* Shape of the week 

* Counting aloud in 1’s in 

different contexts 

* Represent numbers using 

fingers or claps 
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* Different amounts: lots, 

few, not enough, too much, 

‘just right’  

* Comparing size: big, small, 

tall, short 

* Capacity * Comparing length * Collect 1 or 2 objects when 

asked 

 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

Focus: Paint effects, 

chalks 

Focus: drawing, pencils, wax 

crayons, felt tips 

Focus: Joining, 

adhesives, fasteners, 

junk modelling 

Focus: Collage, texture Focus: Pastels: oil/ soft 

pastels, charcoal 

Focus: Choosing different 

media for a purpose 

 


